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Overview

1. Multimodalityin action: An exhibitionon gestures
2. The researchbehindtheexhibition
3. Interaction in theexhibition
4. Is it ư impact?
5. BONUS: New masterƩSemioticsandMultimodal 
Bnlltmhb`shnmƪ
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Multimodality in action

ÅMultimodality research seems to be just a method of 
analysis
ÅResearch needs to leave the labs, books, universities 

(impact)
ÅMultimodality research as a tool for making a difference?
üCreating an exhibitionsg`s cndr mns `hl itrs `s Ʃfdsshmf 
`bqnrrƪ xntq qdrd`qbg+ ats `s bg`mfhmf gnv odnokd sghmj 
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Dwghahshnm ƥFdrstqdr Ƣin the past, present, and 
etstqdƦ+ Bgdlmhsy

ÅSpecial exhibition of the Saxon Museum of Industry Chemnitz
ÅCuration: TU Chemnitz (Department of Linguistics)in cooperation 

with the ArsElectronica Futurelabin Linz
Å17. Nov. 2017 to 04. March 2018
ÅVenue: 600 qmexhibition hall in a foundry building from 1907
Å16.607 visitors, more than 100 media reports, 82 guided tours with 

more than 1500 participants
ÅLearning about and experiencing gesture, with a focus on gesture 

control and its role in the workplace of the future
Åhttp://www.gesten-im-museum.de/home/en
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Dwghahshnm ƥFdrstqdr Ƣin the past, present, and 
futureƦ+ Bgdlmhsy

ÅResults of the MANUACT research project (funded by the 
Bundesministeriumfür Bildungund Forschung)

ÅMultimodal experiences such as interactive gesture-controlled 
exhibits were used
Åto present and explain gesture studies 
Åto provoke reflectionon changes caused by robotics, KI etc.
Åto show parallels with historical developments, i.e. regarding 

automation.
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Dwghahshnm ƥFdrstqdr Ƣin the past, present, and 
futureƦ+ Bgdlmhsy

ÅMANUACT: Hands and Objects in Language, Culture, and Technology: 
Manual Actions at Workplaces between Robotics, Gesture, and 
Product Design

ÅPI: Ellen Fricke, Prof. for German Linguistics, Semiotics and 
Multimodal Communication, University of Technology Chemnitz

ÅExhibition supported by the BMBF, Sparkassen-Stiftung, Kulturstiftung
des FreistaatesSachsen

ÅExhibition presented results of the MANUACT project
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Video on theexhibition

Åhttps://youtu.be/ssc4G_oLGcI

https://youtu.be/ssc4G_oLGcI
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The MANUACT project

MANUACT studies gestures as part of human communication, 
investigating both their cultural relevance and practical applications. 
It focuses on object-related gestures 'rtbg `r sgd fdrstqd enq Ʃl`jhmf 
` sdkdognmd b`kkƪ(+ `rjhmf gnv rtbg fdrstqdr bnld `ants+ gnv sgdx 
are related to current and past technologies, and how they are used 
for communication. 

A further focus lies on gesture control as an intuitive and effective 
means of human-machine interaction.

http://www.manuact.org/en/

http://www.manuact.org/en/
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Design andinteractiveexhibits
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Structure of the exhibition

ÅArea 1: Gesture research Ƣsnv`qcr ` fdrstqd ƥkdwhbnmƦ
ÅArea 2: From manual actions to gesture control
ÅArea 3: Use of the hand in industrial production
For all three areas, past, present and possible future 
developments are considered.
Interspersed with works of artistic research (e.g. Wooden 
Mirror, Augmented Hand Series, Gesture Sculptures, Shadow 
Gestures, Captured Motion)

Folgeseiten, mit Logo
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Wooden Mirror (Daniel Rozin)
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Symbolic gestures



14

Co-speech gestures
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Different types of iconic gestures
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Gestural modes of representation

Panels with explanations
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Augmented Hand Series (G. Levin)
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Augmented Hand Series (G. Levin)

Augmented Hand Series
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Gesture imitation
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Gesture lexicon (prototype)
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Wooden Mirror (D. Rozin)

Gesture jigsaw puzzle
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Gesture Jewelry(Jennifer Crupi)
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Wooden labyrinth
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Gesture sculptures
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Virtual Globe
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Split screen (explanation of the Spinning Jenny)
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Virtual pottery
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Touch-sensitive KUKA robot arm
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BOSCH Ultrahapticsprototype


